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Your report in The Citizen, 20 Jan 2020 “Gun lobbyists duelling” refers 

Thank you for raising the two sides that dominate this debate and keeping it in the public’s eye. Thank you also for your brief 

referral to a small part of our overall output regarding this complex matter. I must emphasise however that while you correctly 

refer to our cautious optimism which relates to past engagement with the parliamentary portfolio committee, this was the 

committee of the 5th Parliament and we await to see whether there will be equal fairness and open-mindedness from the 

committee of the 6th Parliament. We are, as you state, cautiously optimistic. 

What we need to emphasise is that when you refer to the so-called “gun-lobbyists” there is but one, small albeit focussed group 

driving the anti-gun side of the equation, this being the Gun Free SA (GFSA) of Adele Kirsten whom you quote. It is important to 

note that GFSA is NOT, however, a membership-based organisation, and they consist of their board and a few employed 

functionaries and are funded almost entirely by other NGOs with the major share being foreign funding, most notably from 

George Soros’ Open Society Foundation (which gave R600 000 or approximately 54% of their total grant funding) and the 

European Union. Known for his financial and societal subversive work, George Soros is persona non grata within our BRICS 

partner, Russia’s domain. Please let this sink in; They have NO membership base within SA to represent and most of their funding 

is foreign! 

Compare this to the so-called “pro-gun lobbyists”. These are representative organisations, with actual, real, South African citizens, 

properly contributing to the sustenance of their organisations. There are probably in excess of 300 000 registered members 

across organisations representing sport-shooting, hunting, firearm collectors, firearm training providers, dealers and equipment 

suppliers and game ranchers. Most numerous is the “man or woman in-the-street” who chooses the legal carrying of a firearm to 

stand between them and this criminally infested country our police minister crows over. If you consider all legal firearm owners in 

SA, this lobby speaks for about 2 Million people. And they are economically active, tax-paying, law-abiding citizens, creating 

employment and sustaining what’s left of our economy. 

The crux of this argument is simple; do the 9 board members and four staff of GFSA rely on their well-paid, armed, private 

security companies as their first line of defence for themselves and their families in their no-doubt secured suburbs and walled 

estates? Do any of them live, un-armed, in a rural area, far distances from the nearest neighbour and many miles from the 

nearest patrol vehicle whether private or SAPS? Do they trade behind a shop counter, in a risky area, closing late at night often 

alone? Do they commute bad and dangerous routes, in less than reliable cars, late and in the dark? Do they acknowledge that 

they have CHOSEN to not own a firearm, just as many others have CHOSEN to take this responsibility for their own and other’s 

safety?  

GFSA campaigns have consistently been misguided against the legal firearm owning community. Their staunch pro-amnesty 

agenda must be questioned in light of the more than 2000 firearms stolen from police, BY police, from the last amnesty stockpile 

and re-sold into the Cape Flats gangs resulting in over 1000 homicides. These same homicides which GFSA add to their 

deliberately startling statistics to argue their case. These gang wars are a drug-driven, local, shame. They need addressing in far 

more dramatic manner. To include their effect into the national averages is deviant and misleading. GFSA are masters at this, 

driving the sad but very specific child injury & mortality statistics from these same gang areas into their briefings to policy makers. 



 
 

 

This is NOT the reality for all of SA, and while they are attacking the gun, they are totally missing the real problem; drugs, lack of 

education, poverty, joblessness and alcohol abuse.   

Perhaps if Adele Kirsten has at last acknowledged that hunting rifles are not the problem then she is at last on the path to 

realising that guns are not the problem. Societal issues are! And if her energies and her donor’s money was spent doing more 

about that perhaps she will actually start to save lives and keep families whole. The law-abiding gun-owning citizens are already 

doing so much more yearly just by getting on with their economic and social lives than she has managed to do in this misguided 

crusade in two decades or more. 
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